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A Tale of Two Perspectives

What do we see when we look at the world? If
our perspective is limited to our natural sight, we see
one thing. If we look though the eyes of faith,
however, we see a radically different view. Looking
at the same picture, one sees only a vision of tragedy,
the other a vision of triumph. Nowhere are these
contrasting views of reality revealed more clearly
than in the arrest of Jesus recorded in John 18:1-12.

What do we see when we look at the event
through natural sight? We see tragedy. We see an
innocent man, a man who spent his days helping
those in need and taught others to fight hatred with
love, victimized by the political and religious leaders
around him. They are corrupt and hypocrites, but they
hold the power of life and death in their hands. When
the opportunity comes, they turn their thumbs down
on the life of this innocent and helpless carpenter’s
son.

Adding more pain to the tragedy, the event was
precipitated by the betrayal of a friend. This was the
perfectly executed stab in the back. Because Judas
was an intimate friend, he knew exactly where the
best place was for Jesus to be captured. They trapped
and arrested Jesus, but the reader knows the story
does not stop with an arrest. They have plotted his
death, and Jesus is headed for tragedy, in a travesty of
a trial and a brutal execution.

That is what we see when we look at this passage
from a human perspective. However, when seen
through the eyes of faith, the passage reveals a
completely different picture.

We do not see a poor, helpless victim of the plots
of powerful men. What we see is that Jesus had full
knowledge of what was going on. He knew “all that
was going to happen to him.” Jesus was not fooled or
duped. You cannot keep secrets from the One who
can hear a baby’s sigh from the far side of the
universe.

Not only did he have full knowledge of all that
was going to happen, he showed fearless initiative in

—Continued on page 3

Beyond the Classroom:
Europe

Several years ago, my family visited Ireland. The premature
and unexpected passing away of my husband’s father suddenly
compelled him to stand in the land of his father’s grandfather. He
desired to connect in some way with people he never knew, yet
had influenced our family’s life in ways we have only begun to
understand. He wanted to discover what in the members of our

family were actually reflections of great-grandparents and aunts
and uncles of long ago and the world in which they lived.

We sat in the pews of the church where his great grandparents
worshipped, were chased out of the ruins of McGovern Castle by
resident cows who apparently thought we had brought lunch, and
drove mile after mile of country road, no doubt seeing some of the
same landscape McGoverns have been looking at for centuries. No
longer were these people images of a distant world, but people like
us, who had worshipped the same God we worship, raised
families, and shopped in their local markets, in much the same way
we do now.

Our trip became an invaluable education in the most tangible
but unexpected of ways. The fabric of our lives, however, has been
molded by much more than our own particular families. We are
also inheritors of systems of thought, methods of governance,
mores of culture. As heirs of this tradition we call Western
Christian Civilization, we begin to properly understand the world

—Continued on page 2

Lighthouse in oil pastels after the style of the American artist
Edward Hopper, by Cocoa Olopade, 5™ grade.




EUROPE TRIP —Continued from page 1

in which we live as we examine the roots of these ideas, to
understand the conditions present upon the birth of democracy,
to stand on the ground of the world’s first Republic turned
massive Empire. And what better way to study these ideas than
to go to the place many of the ideas took root: Greece and Italy.

It was on Mars Hill in Athens where Paul addressed a
pagan Athenian population, and spoke to them of their
“Unknown God.” It was the vast reaches and incredible
engineering feats of the Roman Empire that made possible the
dissemination of the Christian message. Here were the minds
that composed literary works of equal value today as in the
world of Homer’s lliad and Dante’s Divine Comedy. Here
stand marvels of art and architecture that have endured for
centuries.

This summer, God willing, with a group of our high school
students we’ll climb the Acropolis and wander through the
Parthenon, we’ll explore the ruins of the Temple of Zeus and
look upon Mount Olympus, the home of the Greek gods. We’ll
see the Roman Coliseum where, for sport, many Christians
were sacrificed to the jaws of lions, and we’ll witness the
magnificence of Michelangelo’s artistry at the Sistine Chapel.

My hope is that in studying firsthand the accomplishments
and events that have been so woven into the fabric of our
culture as Americans in the 21% century, we will gain some
new insights into who we are. You can check out our itinerary
on-line by logging on to explorica.com and clicking on “view a
tour” (trip code McGovern-8523). | look forward to sharing our
adventures with you upon our return.

—Lisa McGovern
English Teacher

On February 3, 2006, the senior class hosted parents and friends at the
Glenview Mansion in Rockville Civic Center for a lovely evening of
music and dancing: the 4™ annual Snow Ball. Among the guests were
WCS alumnus Dick Ellis and his wife, Gayle. Dressed in attire they
wore to the recent wedding of their daughter, they were chosen Snow
Ball King and Queen. Dick is the son of Norma and the late Charles
Ellis, who were among the school’s founders when Charles was pastor
at Knox Orthodox Presbyterian Church. Dick, who is himself the
pastor of an OP church in Frederick, MD, was the speaker at WCA’s
40™ Anniversary Banquet in 2000.

Peter Pan,
or
The Boy Who Would not Grow Up

In its fifth season, the King’s Players cast and crew
are laboring to bring to the audience a very different
Peter Pan than the one popularized by Disney and
Broadway. The play exists in dozens of script forms
because its author, J.M. Barrie, fiddled with it for
years. We have chosen a version that was prepared for
the Royal Shakespeare Company in 1982. It reflects
attitudes toward children that were front and center in
J.M. Barrie’s first version, but were often submerged
after his lifetime. God willing, we will dramatize
something fanciful and fantastical, but also tragicomic
and tenaciously bound up with the truth that children are
precious, but not to all.

J.M. Barrie wrote in the program to a 1908
production of Peter Pan: “Of Peter himself you must
make what you will. Perhaps he was a little boy who
died young. Perhaps he was a boy who was never born
at all—a boy whom some people longed for, but who
never came ... or a child who never got the chance to
live.”

However you think of him, Peter Pan has been
unhanded by the world as much as he unhands the
world. For us, the charm of the play lies in the many
subtle references to a society that “can’t afford”
children, or where children “go missing” and no one
ever seeks them.

Performing for the first time on the Historic
Mainstage at the Olney Theatre Center, the King’s
Players hope this show is the beginning of a fruitful
relationship with Olney Theatre, which is in close
proximity to our future campus. Rehearsals have begun,
crews are forming, and there is still time to lend your
expertise to this worthwhile effort. We are still seeking
help in technical direction and in bringing together the
prop list and furniture list (to be posted on the website),
as well as adult ushers for performance nights. To
volunteer, contact me at awestly@washingtonchristian.org
or Kathy Steimer at mksteimer@comcast.net.

We are thrilled to have terrific in-house people
helping. Howard Bushouse will enjoy doing light design
in a professionally equipped theatre; Karen Lees and
Kathy Steimer are efficiently coordinating rehearsal
schedules and spaces; Heather Morgereth will
coordinate artwork; and Karen Frank will supervise
publicity. Robert Fogleman is putting together an
ensemble to play a delightful score.

What we covet most of all are your prayers: that we
would glorify God in all we do, that we would be
successful in bringing to life the living vision that He
has committed to us, and that we would move hearts
with the truths he has shown us.

—Amanda Westly
Theatre Director
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going out to meet it. Look again at 18:4: “Jesus, knowing all
that was going to happen to him, went out and asked them,
‘Who is it you want?’”” He was not trying to hide or get
away. He knew what they were going to do to him and he
did not flinch.

He could do this because behind that fearless initiative
was a divine power. John records an extraordinary event for
us so we will not miss what is really happening:

“Who is it you want?”

“Jesus of Nazareth,” they replied.

“l am He,” Jesus said. (And Judas the traitor was
standing there with them.) When Jesus said, “I am He,”
they drew back and fell to the ground.

What occurred that could make hundreds of armed
soldiers fall back and hit the ground? When the soldiers said
they were looking for Jesus of Nazareth, Jesus told them
who he truly was. The NIV translates it as, “I am He.” The
Greek reads as simply, “I am.” Jesus was invoking the same
divine name God gave to Moses when he said, “I AM WHO
I AM. Tell them | AM has sent you.” Jesus was declaring
that he was God, and when he spoke that name, its power
caused even his enemies and his betrayer to fall at his feet.

Make no mistake about it; Jesus was in absolute control
of the situation. So much so that though they came to get
him, he dictated the terms of his own arrest. He tells them,
“If you are looking for me, then let these men go.”” And they
did as he said. They came to arrest him and to take his life,
but he proved his earlier spoken words to be true: “No one
takes my life from me, but I lay it down of my own accord. |
have authority to lay it down and authority to take it up
again.”

But if that is true, if he knew all that was happening and
had complete power and control, why did he let this
happen? Why did he let himself be taken?

John explains, “This happened so that the words he had
spoken would be fulfilled: ‘I have not lost one of those you
gave me.””” It was love for his disciples, it was love for you
and for me. That is why He let himself be arrested and
taken.

Jesus came to do His Father’s will, and if that meant
restraining his power and letting himself be taken and killed,
then so be it. If it meant letting his enemies think they had
won, then so be it. His enemies thought his arrest was the
result of their careful and brilliant plotting and it would lead
to his death, when, in fact, it was the result of the sovereign
plan of God and it would lead to resurrection and life for
multitudes from every tribe and tongue and nation.

Everyday, we are tempted to think the world we see
with our natural eyes is the real one. But if we believe what
God says, if we look at life through the eyes of faith, we will
see behind the puzzling and painful events of life the
working of an all-knowing Sovereign God who works all
things for the ultimate good of those who are His.

—Continued from page 1

WCA King’s Players present:
Peter Pan
or
The Boy who would not grow up

By J. M. Barrie
In a new version by
Trevor Nunn and John Caird
March 17", 8 pm & March 18", 7 pm
at the Olney Theatre
Historic Mainstage

A New Look for WCA

You may have noticed our school’s new look recently.
If you visit washingtonchristian.org, walk past posters
advertising WCA, or receive mailings, you’ll see the
school’s new tagline: “Washington Christian Academy —
reverent, adventurous, academically serious in the historic
Reformed tradition.”

This is the work of Crane MetaMarketing, Ltd. Based in
Georgia, this company worked with WCA to create an
identity that captures the school’s distinctiveness. CRANE
spent a significant amount of time learning about WCA so
they could get a specific idea of what WCA is about. “They
didn’t make us into something we’re not,” says Larry
Danner.

CraNE has worked with many clients, including
University of Notre Dame, Calvin College, and Loyola
University. For each school, the people at CRANE
accompany their client through a Differentiation -
Investigation — Self-disclosure — Articulation process
specific to each institution. This process is specific, because
“we work toward education, seeking literally to draw forth
from each institution its genuine distinctiveness and then to
make the creative leap that yields a genuinely distinctive

message.” —Continued on page 4

View From a Cave,
in watercolor,

by Aaron Sherman, 7" grade,

showing a feeling of hope

forming from despair.

The darkness of the cave
symbolizes despair, while the
blue sky represents a brighter

future.
(You can view The Messenger in

color on the WCA web site.)
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Photo by Blanton Studios
Front row (I to r): Kevin Taney, Lewis Hudson, Jake Pearce

Middle row: Matt Hardiman, Jonathan Minix, Josh Chang, AJ
Rosetta, Andrew Menkis, Isaac Adams
Back row: Coach Tarry, Didier N’Kodia, Evan Kuester, Ryan
Bratt, Gregory Franks, John Hoobler, Coach Visy

NEW LOOK —Continued from page 3

Our own Model UN

“Delegates” from as far afield as Poland, Kuwait, and the
Dominican Republic met at Washington Christian Academy
to debate issues of global importance as the Middle School
held its first Model United Nations Day. As part of their
Geography and History classes, our 7" and 8™ grade students
represented a host of countries from around the world and
researched various topics from the perspective of “their”
country. During the Model UN Day, they held committee
meetings to discuss issues ranging from terrorism, to peace in
the Middle East, and prepared resolutions that were finally
brought before the General Assembly, following
parliamentary procedures. The day concluded with debate
and voting on these resolutions in the Assembly, with
speakers arguing for or against the various proposals.

The event was even more impressive in that it was
organized and run by Mrs. Adams’ Advanced Placement
Government class. Our juniors and seniors helped the middle
schoolers with their research, conducted the committee
meetings, taught the students the correct format for making
resolutions and debating them, and moderated the opening
and closing sessions of the General Assembly.

The Middle School Model UN Day provided the
opportunity for our students to practice a host of skills that
one day will help them *occupy their places worthily in
society, church, and state.”

—Bill Zimmerman, Principal

Editor’s note: as this issue of Messenger goes to print, 25 of
our high school students are participating in the Model UN
organized by the Catholic University of America. Eight high
schools, some as far away as California, take part in the four-
day event. Among the hosts, a member of the Upper Secretariat,
is Laszlo Korossy, WCA ’"04.

CraNE understood WCA'’s situation: moving to
temporary quarters while raising funds for the new
school, maintaining current enrollment, and finding new
students. CRANE’s strategy was to differentiate WCA on
the strength of its model of Reformed Christian education
with clarity and integrity. CRANE found no other schools
in the national capital region providing an intentional
Reformed K-12 education. By God’s grace, WCA will
maintain and grow enrollment as our vision of Christian
education is better revealed and articulated. The words in
our tagline, such as “reverent and adventurous” together,
spark conversations about ideas of Christian education
and emphasize our distinctiveness.

WCA'’s redesigned website, print, and radio
advertisements, large banners at the Global Mission
Church and Colesville Baptist temporary sites, along with
posters and flyers, all communicate the school’s new
graphic identity. May it please God to prosper us to fulfill
this daring mission.

—Callie Feyen
Messenger Liaison

WCA Sports News

Winter athletics at WCA is in full stride, with five
basketball teams and a varsity cheerleading squad in
action.

Our MS boys, coached by Mr. Joe Visy and Mr. Eric
Steele, are currently on a 10-game winning streak and
are in first place in their league standings. MS girls are
very young, having no 8" graders this year, but they are
showing steady improvement under Coach Mike Taney,
Sr. Our varsity girls are small in number (just seven
players) but have nearly everyone back from last year’s
championship team. They could make a strong run for
the playoffs, with Mrs. Carol Davies’ coaching. Mr. Paul
Tarry, assisted by Mr. Visy, coaches the varsity and JV
boy’s. Having probably the tallest team ever at WCA is
certainly a blessing this year. The varsity team is 12-7 as
of this writing and still close to the top of their division
in the MISAL. The JV (our players of the future) are
steadily improving and will hopefully fill the void of the
four seniors who are graduating this year.

Twelve young ladies, grades 8-10, make up the
varsity cheerleading squad under Miss Amanda
Atkinson’s coaching. They have done an amazing job
with their stunts, tosses, and catches, not to mention their
undying support for the teams they cheer for.

Check the WCA web site for updates, and come out
to support our teams. We are proud of our students and
thank God for blessing us with such fine athletic
program. —Paul Tarry

Athletic director




Teachers’ Corner

As the school year progresses, the new teachers who
were introduced in the Fall issue of The Messenger have
settled into their daily routines at Washington Christian
Academy. Here’s a closer look at two newcomers to
WCA who are impacting the students every day.

Ms. LaShawn DeVille is our Kindergarten teacher.
She teaches all the subjects at the Kindergarten level,
including reading, writing, Bible, science, social studies,
and handwriting. Ms. DeVille sets the foundation for
formal learning during this important year, and that is
what she finds interesting about Kindergarten. “I love the
innocence, honesty, and inquisitiveness of the age group
that | teach,” she commented. “Seeing the children get
excited about learning and being proud of their
accomplishments” is something Ms. DeVille loves being
a part of.

Ms. DeVille is the mother of three young children,
and in her free time enjoys traveling, listening to music,
watching movies, reading books, and fellowshipping with
friends and family.

Another newcomer to WCA is Ms. Katheryn Walker.
Miss Walker teachers 6", 7", and 8" grade Latin, and 6"
grade Ancient History. Ancient History became an
interest of hers as she studied church history in college. “I
have come to believe that a person can miss out on many
aspects of Christ’s character if one only gets to know Him
in the context of a single time and culture. Looking
closely at the church throughout history and noting how it
has responded to God and culture is great for gaining
perspective.”

Along with the passion for her subjects, Ms Walker
loves the curiosity of the middle school students. “*Oooh,
now | get it!” is one of the things | most love to hear,” she
says. She also finds them very creative, articulate, and
honest. “I enjoy getting to be around a group of people
who still have time and energy to pursue interesting and
creative things.”

In her spare time, Ms. Walker likes to cook,
especially ethnic foods. She’d love for everyone at WCA
to try her chocolate sauerkraut cookies. She also enjoys
traveling to obscure places such as Lake
Chargoggagoggmanchauggagoggchaubunagungamaugg.
“It’s the longest place name in the United States, and, yes,
I can pronounce it.”

Both Ms. DeVille’s and Ms Walker’s enthusiasm for
teaching and their students is evident in their classrooms,
and we are thankful to God that they are a part of
Washington Christian Academy. —Callie Feyen

Messenger Liaison

Jungle Scene in colored pencil and watercolor by Holly
Verbrugge, 1% grade, inspired by the French artist Henri
Rousseau.

Promise Tree Auction & Chili Cook-Off

Saturday, March 25, 6 pm
Faith Presbyterian Church, Olney

Free Admission

Donation Deadline: Feb. 24

Contact auction@washingtonchristian.org if you would like
to make a donation or for more information.
The catalog will be available on the school website March 1.

Praying for WCA

“They all joined together constantly in prayer” (Acts 1:14)

About a dozen members of the WCA community gathered
on the evening of January 17" for a time of corporate prayer.
We praised God for His faithfulness to WCA. We prayed for
WCA'’s students, faculty, staff, and administration, and for the
progress on the new campus and the associated Building the
Promise Capital Campaign. This gathering was the third of
five evening Corporate Prayer times planned for this academic
year. Two more are scheduled for March 9", and April 25"
We encourage you to join us for these times of prayer.

If you cannot make it to one of the evening prayer times,
join one of the Parents-in-Prayer groups that meet on Friday
mornings at the Upper School at 8:00 am in room 124, and in
the Library at the Lower School at 8:30 am (after the Coffee
Fellowship that starts at 8:00 am). On the first Friday of each
month, the Lower and Upper School groups meet jointly at the
Upper School campus for coffee (7:45-8:30 am) and prayer
(8:30-9:15 am). Whether you can join one of these prayer
times or not, | encourage you to pray daily for WCA.

—Kaylene Kenyon,
Chair, Prayer and Encouragement Committee
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ortraits of Vincent Van
Gogh, by Sydnae Cleveland, 12" grade (on left), and Talia
Henderson, 11"" grade (on right).

Pencil dfawings of different self

From Here and There

2" and 3" graders will visit the Walters Art Museum
in March. The exhibits and hands-on experience will
deepen their understanding of the contrast between the art,
culture, and daily life of ancient Greece and Rome.

2" and 3" graders attended the Imagination Stage
production, Seussical, a shortened version of the Broadway
musical, especially suited for younger audiences. Based on
Dr. Seuss’ stories, it encourages children to use their
imagination to achieve great things, overcome teasing, and
help others.

3" graders have collected 43,186 pennies to date.
Grandparents, even “outsiders” donated to reach their still-
far goal of 100,000,000 pennies toward the new home for
WCA. All are welcome to donate and share in the
children’s enthusiasm.

This year, History Night will be held on Friday,
March 10" at our Colesville campus. You’ll learn about
Native American culture, view the pyramids and art of the
ancient Egyptians, savor “the glory that was Greece and the
grandeur that was Rome,” enjoy a visit to the Middle Ages,
and learn about life in early America. Our students in
grades Kindergarten through 5" grade will be your tour
guides as you travel back in time to these various historical
periods. The program begins at 7 pm.

3" graders, as part of their preparation for the Roman
center of the upcoming History Night will present the play,
Julius Ceasar, on March 10", 7 pm.

4™ graders adopted World Vision’s goal of providing
farm animals for villagers in other countries to
substantially better their lives. Each student in the class
tries to earn $8 with chores at home to buy a lamb for
people far needier than we.

4™ through 8" grades held Geography Bee contests,
and the class winners participated in the WCA final Bee:
Dorothy Hartley and, in the absence of Scott Visy, Emily
VanVeldhuisen - 4" graders, Brittany Olopade and CJ

Harrison-Davies - 5 graders, Jessica Pankratz and Sam
Thomas - 6™ graders, Charlie Arnett-Guardado and Casey
McGoff - 7" graders, and Sam Drew and Courtney Lundquist
- 8™ graders. Courtney Lundquist, the final winner, will
represent WCA at the State level. Sam Drew received 2"
place, and Sam Thomas 3" place.

Esther Adams (WCA ’96) teaches history at Walter
Johnson High School in Bethesda. Montgomery County
honored her with a celebration, led by Doug Duncan (County
Executive) and Jerry Weast (MCPS Superintendent), for her
class achieving the highest average, in the world, on the AP
World History Exam.

On January 30" the WCA Society held its Winter
meeting. The society approved the budget for 2006-2007 and
received updates on the Capital Campaign (over $1.5 million
raised to date) and on the progress in designing Phase | of the
new campus (35% of drawings completed). We praise God
for His blessing.

Coming soon is the first annual “Muffins for Moms”
event. Be sure to attend the morning of April 27 in the Lower
School. Afterwards, there will be an Open House in the
library at the Lower School at 9 am.

A Chapel for Dads

During the first of the Lower School’s special Chapel for
Dads recently, a number of students’ fathers enjoyed two
special treats.

The first was a chapel that included a great time of
worship and a thoughtful lesson about a father and his child
presented by Mr. Zimmerman. The second was a gathering in
the APR that featured fruit juices, Starbuck’s coffee, and
possibly more doughnuts than have ever been served at one
time in the history of WCA.

All the fathers attending were blessed to witness first-
hand a sampling of the kind of spiritual development their
children enjoy. And, of course, everyone enjoyed the treats
and fellowship time afterward.

Special thanks go to the teachers, moms, and
grandmothers who helped make the event so great. Fathers
are encouraged to watch out for the announcement of the
next Chapel for Dads, which hopefully will become a
cherished WCA tradition. —Mark Steimer, WCA “Dad”

To Ponder

Just like Adam and Eve were to work the Garden to
unearth its treasures, we, too, in every facet of our lives and
culture (arts, sports, business, school, politics, etc.), are to
“unearth treasures,” or bring out our very best in and through
all circumstances.

—Frank Reich, Reformed Theological Seminary magazine, Fall

2004, page 7
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What is your only comfort in life, and in death?

That I, with body and soul, both in life and death, am not my
own, but belong unto my faithful Saviour Jesus Christ; who,
with his precious blood, has fully satisfied for all my sins,
and delivered me from all the power of the devil; and so
preserves me that without the will of my heavenly Father,
not a hair can fall from my head; yea, that all things must be
subservient to my salvation, and therefore, by his Holy
Spirit, He also assures me of eternal life, and makes me
sincerely willing and ready, henceforth, to live unto him.

Heidelberg Catechism, First Question and Answer
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